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ALBERT AND ELLEN; 
A FRAGMENT. 


f Rapes storm had ceased; not a cloud stained the ether ; the 
sun, eclipsed for many hours by dease masses of sul- 
phureous vapour, was setiing in crimson majesty behind the 
lofty mountains of ,in North Wales; when the venerable 
Albert, leaving on the arm of his grand daugliter, quitted his 
little cottage to enjoy the beauties of the evening from his fa- 
vourite seat. It was situated some few paces from bis humble 
dwelling, on the brow of a roek, covered with moss atid wild 
flowers, and terminated a rugged, and somewhat ascending 
path, pear the base of a hill, isolated from its neighbours ; and 
whose sides, covered with a perpetual verdure, strongly con- 
trasted it with them. On the right of it began to swell, in wild 
and bare magnificence, the romantic chain of mountains which 
distinguishes that district; and which, though a few short 
hours before they had trembled to the long and awful peals 
that seemed to shake the foundations of the universe, now, in 
softened grandeur, reposed in the parting rays that yet streained 
relulgent from the west. Immediately in front was a rich, 
though not extensive valley, terminated in the distance by the 
ocean, whose silvery bosom, faintly tinged with purple, ex- 
tended itself like a summer cloud along the horizon. On the 
Vol. 58. 5 U left 
















































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


left murmured a fittle grassy rivulet, whose waters issued from 
the reck; and which, swelling : is they flowed, were heard some 
huadred paces distant to roar as they hurried through. the ca- 
verns of Cwdyr.  ~ 

Hither the young and innocent Ellen bad been accustomed 
to lead the ouly parent, the only relative she now possessed ; 
and here had the morning and evening sup often witnessed 
her, with the sacred veluwwe on her knee, pouring into his 

| the hallowed consolations it affords to departing virtue; 
hile the s:kile; triumphant and seténe, which shone upon his 


benignant features, declared ihe fefvent gratitade and heavenly 


sou 


hope that animated bis heart. 

“be raindrops still'glistened on the woodbine which encir- 
cled bis door, when the ver nerable old man, tottering beneath 
the weight of years and of mis fortunes ,quitted it—lor the last 
tine. The long, but progressive indisposition which frequently 


atteuds the deeting of lile had rec etrtly o¢casionged a confine. 


spent of some days tu lis Led; and thrice, ere he reached the 
destined spot, the weakness of age had nearly overpowered 
bim, At leagih, faint and weary, he gained the rock; and 


taking off his bat, while the locks of age fell in dazzling 
vhiteness over his suoulders, seemed to inhale new life from 
the refreshing breath of evening. Ellen, lovely as the morn, 


ited herself beside him; her dark and glossy ringlets were 
thrown back from her polished temples, that she m ight the bet- 
tev contemplate him on v hic se eXistence she felt as “if her own 
depended. fer eye, black and penetrating, was steadfastly 


fixed, though half by stealth, upon his countenance, wat tching 
its every turn and vurtatic p, save when it cast-a look sweet, 
but fullot sorrow towards the distant ocean. One hafd rested 
upon his kaee, avd confined the coat that enfolded his aged 
limbs; the other, almost unconscicasly, was entwined around 
her little Fido, who had placed himself upon her gown, and 
seemed to look wiih a sortof thoughtful tenderness up in her 


face. For some moments they were silent; at length, Albert 
exclaimed, “ How strove is the simiitnude between the events 
of ing dite and the varying atmosphere of to-day! The sun 
aro » splendowr—noia cloud ob cured its brilii ancy 5 --yer, 
ere 4 the black tempest rolled around.—the thunders 
soared,—-: earth seemed threatened with desiruetion; all 
How again | ' oh! may the resemblance sill continue! 
may my-aged licad strk to its last sleep, reposing on the merey 
of its Goa, even as 4 ‘ovdless sun is now reposing on the 
westeru wave !’—He resi ! after'a moment’s pause, “ Yes; 


oh! my God, my redcemer, tho art’ indeed merciful! my 
sout teels the Ulessed conviction that i shall be so; for is not 
the storm passed away whose fury overwhelmed me in the 
darkuess of despair? And bath not the sumof faith, the sun ol 
righteous- 
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righteousness, burst through the gloom to cheer the parting 
hours of my life? 

As he uttered these words,.a heavenly rapture beamed upon 
his countenance ; and at that moment, so pure, so sublime, 
was its expression, that it might have been supposed that body 
and soul, beatified together, had already passed to the land of 
spirits. Afier a silence of some minutes, he turned to Ellen, 
and gazing at her with parental solicitude, said, in an impres- 
sive tone, “ Often, my daughter, have I urged the necessity 
of arming thy soul against the hour of suffering with the con- 
fidence and the hope sof a Christian; that in that hour thou 
mightest act his part, and submit without a murmuring thought 
to the dispensations of infinite mercy. May 1 not have urged 
in vain! The shaft of death, sooner or later, flies with nevei 
failing aim ; and surely then the mau of years and of sorrows, 
whose feeble frame alrea y bends towards its native earth, 
should prepare himself. every hour for the blow. But remem- 
ber, my child, that there is One who hath called Himself the 
Friend of the Faiherless, One who can, who will protect thee. 
Oh! but for this to leave thee, the dear, dear image of my 
long lost Agnes, in all the inexperience, and all the loveliness ot 
youth, to ieave thee thus to stem the boisterous stream of ile, 
Oh! it were indeed an agony of soul.” 

The violent emotions of gricf which had for some time 
suuggled in the bosom of Ellen could no longer be suppressed : 
sighs of anguish burst from her lips ,» and clasping the kuees of 
Albert, she hid her face upon his arm. 

“ My child!” cried the « a man, ina voice scarcely audible, 
and gazing at her with a fook of the most compassionating 
tenderness, “ Mya ling chil d, be not thas distressed; [ may 
vet be spated; anda I:hough,” he continued, looking towards 
the ocean, and cudavclatias to revive her drooping spirits, 

Divine Providence may have thought fit to deprive us fora 
time of him who was the chesen son of my hear, and whom 
j peo y regarded as the virtuous ai d alfectiouate companion 
of thy future life; still, | trust, it is but for a time, and tha: 
Edgy, t hy fai thful Edgar, may yet return—to be unto thee as 
a father.” 

“Oh! no,” faintly articulated the hapless Eien, ten long 
months have elapsed since we received his last letter; in which 
he promised to be with us in three weels. We have beard 
no thing since ; he is got xe, gone forever. And we uldst thou 
Oh! my faihe: r, wouldst thou too desert ihine Elen? Whit 
wonld become of her? She too mast dit 

Poor bapicss maiden! The last word which trembled from 
nt lips per uetrated not the dal cold ear of death; ; the stoke 

vhich reft thee of eve ry earthly hope, and cast thee destitut 
apie an unfeeling world! What was the frenzy, the madness 
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of despair, that froze the current of thy blood, that langhed in 
the wild and haggard features of thy lovely countenance, when, 
lifting up thine eyes from the ground, thou beheldest thine 
only parent, thine only earthly friend, stiffening in death. 

The last breath of Albert had passed unconsciously across 
the cheek of Ellen, as, with her head cast downwards, she hid 
her face in her handkerchief, and endeavoured to stem the 
torrent of her gricf. So instantaneous, yet so gentle was the 
stroke, that the semblance of life was still fresh; his eye was 
turned towards his Ellen, and seemed still to beam upon her 
with ineffable tenderness ; his hand was half stretched out, as 
if he would have reached her’s; and the smile that yet lin- 
gered on his couatenance, declared the peace and joy with 
which the parting spirit had sought the bosom of its God. Al- 
though, in the first moment, conviction of the dreadfal troth 
flashed upon the sou! of Ellen, yet her impatient spirit quickly 
rejected it, and she grasped at the delusive hope that Albert 
might still be living ; and that the cordial which had so fre- 
quently been serviceable in streagthening and reviving his 
drooping frame might now be efficacious. She started up, and 
flew with renovated strength to the cottage ; the last drop was 
gone! no assistance was procurable within the distance of 
three long miles; her limbs could scarcely sustain her ; despair 
seized her soul; she darted from the cottage, and retracted het 
steps as quickly to the scene of misery. “Within ten paces of 
it, she stopped ; the corpse was yet concealed by a turn in the 
path ; she paused, she listened, not a breath disturbed the still. 
ness of the air; the blood ran cold through every vein; her 
knees shook violently. The night was now fast approaching ; 
huge black clouds were gathering in the east ; the moon arose 
enveloped in mist, and shed a dim light upon the mountains; 
the air was thick and oppressive, and every thing announced 
another storm; but Ellen regarded it not; “ he is dead! he 
must be dead!” she cried, in the accent of unutterable woe. 
Then tottering a few paces forwards, her band held tight 
against her forehead, she raised herself on tiptoe, dreading 
more than death that the first glance would coofirm all her 
fears. His lifeless torm was just discernible through the gloom ; 
Fido had climbed up to his shoulders, and lay beside him lick» 
img his cold cheek ; on seeing his mistress, be bounded for- 
ward, and catching hold of her gown, moaned most piteously. 
Poor Fido!” the wretched sufferer half articulated; thea, 
springing forwards, exclaimed—* Merciful God! does he 
move ?” she reeled, aud fell upon the cold bosom of Albert. Lt 
was but te wind that bad agitated his clothes. 

The night became terrific; immense clouds, rolling ovet 
each other like vast volumesof smoke, huug suspended on the 
mountain sumunits; the livid flashes of lightning ae burst 
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from them every instant seemed to wrap the world in (lames ; 
while the rear of thunder again reverberated among the moun- 
tains; and hark! during the.intervals of every »peal, they re- 
echo a long and heavy moan, Yom stranger haih heard it, as 
he winds:his weary way along the valley ; he pauses, he listens, 
aod now, with hurried and anxious step, procerds, ‘ull he 
reaches the cottage of Albert. . A white handkerchief lay just 
withia the door; he snatched it up, and darted through eack 
litle apartment in breathless precipitation. “ Absent on suck 
a bight as this!” he exclaimed, as he left the house, and fol- 
lowed the sound which had appalled his soul. “ Good God! 
how my heart misgives me!” As he drew near the fatal spot, 
the sound ceased, Fido had heard the approaching step, Fido 
only bad heard it; and, as if reseuting his intrusion apen this 
dark and solemn scene of death, began to howl aud bark most 


‘fariously at the stranger. ‘The white figure of a female 


stretched upon the graund, and conspicuous through the giooin, 
was the first object that met the eyes of the unfortunate Ed- 
gar: chilled with horror, he rushed forward, and, raising her 
in his arms, perceived at the same instant the lifeless body of 
Albert. “ Father of mercies,” he cried, in the phreuzy of 
despair, “ for what have | been preserved?” “ He is gone!” 
uttered Ellen, in a faint and wild tone, “ he is dead! I «must 
die too; I am dying. Wreetch! do not disturb a poor crea- 
ture in her last moments.” The distracted Edgar believed her 
indeed dying, and, sick with intenseness of misery, exclaimed, 
“Oh God! is it for this I have escaped the perils of the 
wieck,—the ravages of the pestilence? But Ellen, my beloved 
Ellen!” he continued, pressing ber cold lips to his; “. we will 
not be separated in death, no! we will die together! yet, ol! 
couldst thou » were it but for a moment, couldst thou recog 
nize thy Edgar, and breathe iato bis soul thy parting blessing, 
it were bliss! "twere ecstacy.” 

Ellen at that moment raised her head, and, with a bewildered 
air, gazed upon him. A ray of hope flashed upon the mourne:’s 
gloemy soul, and, with a faltering voice, he cried, * Speak to 
me, my love, my Ellen! oh! speak to me again! remember 
thy faithful, thy long-lost Edgar; he is returned to’ live for 
thee, and thee ouvly,—to supply the place of a father,—to love 
thee,—to clasp thee to his bosom; to shelter thee from every 
danger ;—but shouldst thou die, he must die too!” 

“ Edgar!” she exclaimed, “ Where am 1?” Edgar retarned!” 
then hiding ber face in her hand, “© Oh Gad! any heart will 
burst !” 

Edgar gently raised ber up; and, supporting with bis arm 
her weak and trembling frame, led her towards the cottage. 
Thither he sooo alierwards bore the remains of the venerable 
Albert, and, with filial solicitude and tenderness, laid poe ya 
cently 
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cently on the little straw pallet which had formerly so oficti af. 
forded rest to his aged - lim bs . * * * . 
+ % * al * ° . “ Let us of- 
fer up our prayers to the throne of mercy ;—let us offer up dur 
thanks that we have yet been ‘spared to each other,” said Ed. 
gar, as he took the hand of Ellen, and led’ her towards the bed- 


in 6n which lay the corpse of Albert; “ let us pray here, my 
love; i tbe sptrit of our departed friend cin bless us!” * 
a - They knelt down to pray. 

A, 





Account of the Revolution in Sweden, the Election of 
Bernadotte as Crown Prince; with Anecdotes of hin, 
and kis Character delineated. 


[from Dr. Thomson’s Travels in Sweden.] 


T isa fundamental! maxim in the British constitution, that 
it is the duty of a prince to promote the weifare of his sub- 
jects and country; and that whenever his conduct becomes 
uneguivocally inconsistent with the interests of his people, 
resistance becomes not only innocent but an indispensable 
duty. It was by this maxim that the revolution of 1688 was 
justified, which hurled the family of the Stuarts from the 
throne, and introduced a new and a foreign dynasty. Never 
did a greater necessity for a revolution exist in any country 
than it did in Sms den in the beginning of the year 1809. The 
finances of the country were 10 the mosi dep yrable state, the 
army was hora: od and cut up in detail, as if it had been the 
professed object of the king to annibilate it. Three powerful 
nations were preparing to invade and divide the kingdom of 
Sweden amoug them. Gustavus had qnarrelled with his only 
ally, and obsiivately refused to listen to any terms of peace 
with Fyanee and Russia; though it was deuonstrated that 
such a peace was essenti: ily necessary for the interests of his 
country, and thaf perseverance in the war could lead to nothing 
el se than complete rujn. 

The liberty of the pips had been totally annihilated i 
Sweden, s so that the people in conse quence were but Se 
fechly acgu alnted with the state of E a ee qT e king had ail 
along been very popular with the people, who, i ‘ notint of his 
real charkec ter, ascribed all his errors 10 German) to the want 
ot capacity of his mit yisters. Even the commencement of the 
Russian and Danish war did not alicr their sentiments, and the 
losses sustaince | in Finland served only to irritate the minds of 
the people. Popular enthusiasm was raised to the highest 
pitch, and the most glorious results would have taken place 
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had the throne been filled by a prince who understood how to 
profit by the disposition of his subjects. But the management 
of the war ip the summer and autumnof 1808,opened the eyes 
of the whole Swedish nation. . The army were disgusted wit) 
a ptince who expected from them impossibilities, who paid no 
attention to their lives or their comforts, and who refused to 
share the toils and hardships to which he exposed them. The 
barbarous treatment and cruel fate of the supplementary army 
éxciled the compassion of all ranks, and raised a correspond- 
ing abhorrence at the unfeeling mind of its author, The de; 
plorable state of the finances, the determination of the king 
uever to nuke peace, and the absurd plans which he had pro- 
jeced for the next campaign, awakened in the miud of every 
thinking man the necessity of taking some immediate step to 
suve their tottering country. 

It was impossible to obtain in Sweden any very satisfactory 
account of the origin of the conspiracy. Every body asserted 
that the duke of Sudermania was altogether unacquainted 
with it. This is possible, though from the subsequent cou- 
duct of that prince [ can hardly bring myself to. believe thag 
this was the case. The two gentlemen, from whom my prin 
cipal information was obtained, were neither of them actors 
in the conspiracy; though they took a very active part in the 
framing of the new constitution, and one of them indeed was 
fora short time a secretary of state. I wiust satisfy myself 
with giving the particulars, such as 1 learned them, without 
being able to throw much new light either upon the origin, or 
the names of the original conspirators. But the conspiracy 
appears to me to have originated tu the aymy, and to have 
been very general all over the kingdom. | The actorsin it were 
all officers in the army, and even some battalions of commen 
soldiers were let into the secret, 

Various projects sad consultations about a revolution took 
place at different times, and were so publicly talked of, that if 
the government of Gustavus had possesse¢ the least vimilance, 
the whole project must have been discovered. D.fferent 
schemes were propos@d and abandoned in succession, and the 
wdour of the couspirstors began to cool, At this time an 
olticer of high rank, in the disguise of a seivantto his own 
adjutant, arnived from the army of the narth. He foudd 
about twenty persons in Stockholm anxious to Sring about a, 
revdlittion; but not determined either aboat the time er the 
measures to be pursued. After some consuliation, the dife 
ferent seatiments of this body were reconciled, and the 8tb of 
Febraary appointed for patting their plaa in execution. The 
king Wis to be arrested Opposite to a particular tavern on his 
way to Haga, a palace where lic almost always resided, in 
9 conse- 
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consequence of a disgust which he had conceived against his 
capital. 

Meanwhile the western army having concluded a truce with 
Prince Augesténburg, the governor of Norway, publistied a 
manifesto, stating their grievances, and their determinatidi' to 
redress them, aiid began their march fot that purpose towards 
Stockholm. The leaders of this artby seem to have corrés- 
ponded- with the eonspiratérs in Stockholm, atid’ to have been 
perfectly aware of their designs. That the motives of all the 
conspirators were not of the purest Kind, aud that seVeral af 
them were in the interest of France and Rassia, is generally 
admitted. 1 could even mention the names of sotte who were 
most veheinently suspected of being in the pay of France; 
but am prevented from taking such a step from motives of 
delicacy, lest I should injure innoeent men by accusations 
founded only on vagne report, and drawa chiefly from the’ pro- 
posals whieh they made to bring about the revolution by dis- 
solving the government. 

Colonet Adlesparre, who commanded the Western army, cots 
ducted lis troops to Carlstadt, burangued the different regi- 
ments in Su¢cession in the market place, informed them of the 
hazardous enterprise which he had undertaken, and the neces- 
sity of such measures for the safety of their country. The 
troops unanimously eatered* into his views, and offered to 
sacrifice their lives for the salvation of their country. “A de- 
tachment was seut to take possession of Gottenburgh, while 
Colonel Adlesparre marched with the rest of his army to Ore- 
bro. Meanwhile the spirits of the conspirators ln Stockholm 
had failed them, and they had allowed the 8th of February to 
pass by withoat attempting any thing. 

On Sunday the 12th of March, an extra post arrived in 
Stockbolm with the proclamativn of the western army, and 4 
full account of their proceedings. In the afternoon the king 
weut from Haga to Siockholm, and as soon as he entered the 
palace ordered the gates to be shut; guards were placed at all 
the avenues of Stockholm, with orders to allow no person W 
enter without the strictest examination, and to permit no one, 
whatever, to leave the city. All the great officers of state 
were ordered to repair lo Nykiging, all the troops were to be 
withdrawa from Stockholm, and a German regiment was of- 
dered to oppose the western army. ‘The king was upon the 
point of seizing all the money in the bank, and of erecting 
his standard at Nykoping; the consequence would have been 
a civil war added to all the other miseries to which Sweden was 
already exposed. The conspirators, at Stockholm, were sensi- 
ble that the king’s retreat ought at all hazards to be prevented, 
and, therefore, resolved upon attempting to seize bis persen 
nestday, the 13th of March, before he should have leisure to 
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put any of his plans in execution. Baron Adlercreutz, who 
had come to Stockholm on purpose, and who had acquired 
reputation by his conduct in the Finland war, agreed to take 
the lead.on this occasion. 

Baron Adlercreutz, Count Klingspor, Colonel Silfversparre, 
and many other officers who were in the secret, assembled in 
the.palace by eight o'clock in the morning. Only four of the 
life guards. remained in the palace, the rest having gone to pres 
pare themselves for their journey. The number of conspira- 
tors within the palace amounted to about fifty, Little danger 
was to be apprehended from any opposition which these four 
men could wake. The gates of the palace had been shut by 
the king’s command. ‘The conspirators assembled in conside- 
rable numbers in a room adjoining the king’s bed-chamber ; 
Count Ugglass was first called in to his majesty; the duke of 
Sadermania soon after arrived, and went in to the king, just as 
Count Ugvlass came out It is said that the duke was re- 
quested, by Baron Adlercreutz, to remain in the palace; but 
that he declined, saying, he had received orders from the king 
which must be immediately executed. Baron Adlercreutz in- 
sisted that Count Ugglas should remain, informing him, that 
a moment of infinite consequence approached, and that the 
king must be prevented from. Jeaving Stockholm: Count Ug- 
glas said, that he lad used every endeavour to persuade the 
king to stay, but in vain, and begged that avy further remon- 
strance might be offered with caution: the baron answered, 
that it was now intended to speak to the king in a ‘maoner 
which he thought would be effectual. When the duke of Su- 
dermania came out, Count Klingspor was called in to his ma- 
jesty, and during the conversation strongly represented the 
unprudence of leaving the capital. Baron Adlercreutz now 
went round and desired those whio were stationed at the gates 
and the other paris of the palace to be vigilant on their parts, 
and having collected a number of officers, he entered the 
king's room. When the door opened the king seemed sure 
prised: the baron immediately approached and said, “ That 
the public mind was in the utmost irritation from the unforta- 
nate state of the couutry, and particularly from his majesty’s 
intended departure from Stockholm: that the higher officers 
of state, the troops, and the most respectable ciiizens had en- 
couraged him to represent the consequences to his majesty, for 
which purpose”——liere the king loudly exclaimed, “ Trea 
son! you are all corrupted and shall be punished!” The baron 
answered, “ We are no traitors, but wish to save your ma- 
jesty, and our counuy,” The king immediately drew his 
sword, the baron rushed apon bim, and seized him round the 
Waist, while Colonel Silfversparre took the sword out of his 
band: the king then cried out, * They are going to murder 
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me; help! help!” They endeavoured to re-assure the king, 
and he promised to be more composed if they would retwry 
his sword; this request they endeavouved to evade, and when 
the king obstinately insisted on it, be was told that #& this re. 
spect he could not be gratified, nor be permitted aity more to 
interfere in the management of the kingdom. 

The king’s outcries had alarined some of the body guard, 
who bad just arrived, aud the servants of the palace, who en- 
deavoured to force open the door; but not being able to suc. 
ceed, they broke the upper pannel with pokers and sabres, 
Baron Adlercreutz commanded the door to be opened, and 
rusied into the middle of the crowd, seizedia sabre from a 
hussar, snatched from the adjutant gencral his staff of office, 
and hoiding it up before him said, that he now considered him. 
self as adjatamt-geweral, aud in that ‘capacity commanded the 
guards to retire; this command was obeyed with some ‘hesita- 
ion, and several vilicers whe were not mm the conspiracy were 
put under arrest. ‘The baron then went up tothe room where 
the guards wseally assembled; he assured tiem that the king's 
person was not in. the sinailest danger, and that the ‘onby ob- 
ject in view was to save the country from ruin; he conjured 
them not to attempt any thing that might ocoasion bloodshed 
and endaner the life of the king. Alter sone Hesitation and 
wrguinentations, the baron had the address'to perstade them 
to remuin tranquil, Proper reguintions were then made for 
the security of the capital. The citizens mounted guard at 
the bank aud pablic offices, and the streets were kept quiet by 
patroles of the bureer cavalry and cuirassiers, whe had orders 
not to molest any person who was pot openly riotous, 

Meanwhile the king had intreated to be spared the mortifica- 
tion of seemng the officers who fad been concerned in his ar 
rest, and who had been left with lim by Baron Adierereuiz m 
order to secure his persun. ‘They retired-in consequence, and 
Count Ugrlass and General Count Stromfel: were scent in to his 
majesty to endeavour to tranquillise bim. ‘The kine contrived 
to draw General Stromfelts sword from the scabbard, and 
when the general missed it, and iatreated to have it returned, 
his majesty answered, that the generai was justias good a genes 
ral as he a kine without a sword. Baron Adierercuiz, who bad 
just returned, being informed of the circumstance, thooght it 
necessary that some officers should be placed in the room ax@ 
guard upon the king. He went out accordin ty to procure 
them, and the king, seeiug him return with two oticers through 
the door that had been demolished by the guards, imunediately 
roade hts escape through the opposite doer, and locked it bee 
hind him. 

he baron was alarmed at the danger whiciy would result 
from the escape of the king, leaped against tie duor and burst 
it 
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it open, and ran in pursuit of him. In the next room there is 
a spiral staircase, open all round, which heads up to the flaor 
above. When the baron entered the reom, le saw the king 
on the highest step of this stair. He threw a bunch of keys 
in the baron’s face, and immediately disappeared. Whea 
Baron Adlercreutz got to the top of the stair, the king was na 
where to be seen. By aceident he took the same road as tive 
king, and meeting some servants in the way, was by them di- 
reeted in his pursuit. But he reached the court of the palace 
without having seen the king. Gustavus had been so precipi- 
tate ia his escape, that he fell in the stair, and hurt his arm se- 
verely. 

When the king’s escape was made known, the whole con- 
spirators were filled with consternation, and rushed in a body 
tothe court of the palace to endeavour to intercept his ma- 
jesty’s flight. Grieff, keeper of the king’s game, bad precipi- 
tately descended the great stair, and was the first that reached 
the courte He saw the king, with the sword in his hand, 
making towards the only gate that had been left open. As 
soon as Griefi overtook him, the king made a violent push at 
him, but with so unsteady an arm, that the sword passed up 
the sleeve of Grieff’s coat, and only slightly wounded him. 
His sword being thus entangled, ‘his breath gone, and his 
strength exhausted, he was easily overpowered. Ue was car- 
ried up stairs, and at his own desiye taken into the white room. 
He.was there set down upon the chair nearest the door, and 
exactly opposite to the portrait of Marie Autoinette, the late 
vafortunate queen of France. [le remained quiet the whole 
day. Not the smallest disturbance took place in the capital, 
no displeasure was testified by the people, and the theatre in 
the evening was crowded by an unusual number of spectators. 


( To be Cc mtenued.) 


VACCINE INOCULATION. 


HE board of the national vaccine establishment having 

received intimation of an assertion, “ That vaccination 
protects people from the smal! pox for a few years only,” and 
being deeply impressed with the pernicious consequences which 
might attead the propagation of so rash an opinion; think ita 
duty they owe the public, to declare, trom the most attentive 
and dispassionate consideration of the history of this disease, 
collected from every quarter of the world, that the assertion 
above-mentioned is wholly without foundation—That the se- 
cunty against the small pox, where the insertion of the lymph 
has produced the vaccine disease, is permanent, and there is no 
~ space, 
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space, as far as the lapse of time since its discovery will enable 
the board to decide, which renders people who have evidently 
, been vaccinated, susceptible of the ‘sinall pox. The board 


. does. not advance this proposition on slight grounds, bat upon 


the authority of actual experiment. The ingenious gentleman, 
Dr. Jenner, to whom the world is so mach indebted, has tried, 
in vain, to communicate the small pox by inoculation to per- 
sons who were vaccinated in 1796, and the same attempts have 
been made by other persons, with a similar result, on different 

eople, t various periods from the time of their vaccination, 
t is not hereby meant to be denied that the smal! pox has oo- 
curred after vaccination; onthe contrary, it hes been admitted, 
and. the board iu its last report to parliament,* has stated, on a 
calculation made in France, on a large scale, that though it has 
happened, yet, that the instances of its occurrence in propor- 
tion to the number vaccinated, are very few; being as one to 
$81,666, and that the appearance of the small pox a secoad 
time in persons who have had that disorder from inoculation 
is more frequent. ‘The surgeons appointed to the nine stations 
of this establishment in the metropolis, have assured the 
board, that they have never seen any of the persons who have 
been vaccinated by them attacked by the small pox; and it is 
well-known, that to the few persons to whom the small pox has 
eccurred in its most virulent form, not a single instance can be 
produced of its proving fatal, If, therefore, vaccination does 
not wholly prevent, it mitigates and disarms a dreadful dis- 
order of its mischief, which, in former times, occasioned the 
death of ove person at least in ten of those who were attacked 
with it. 

(Signed) JAMES HERVEY, Register. 
Leicester-square, July, 1813. 


* Printed by order uf the house of commons, 14th May, 1813. 


France under the Ancient Governincnt. 
{From Green’s Original Journal from London to St. Petersburgh.] 


an the old editions of Gathrie’s Geographical Grammar, the 
following passage appears. It is there introduced as a 
lesson to other countries grasping after foreign conquest-— 
« Their towns, a very few excepted, make a most dismal and 
solitary appearance. ‘The shops are mean beyond description; 
and the passengers, who saunter through a labyrinth of narrow 
dirty streets, appear to be chiefly composed of priests and de- 
votees passing to or from mass, hair diessers, and beggars. 
That this is the appearance of their towns and many of theit 
Cilics, 
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cities, we may appeal to the observation of any one who has 
been in that kingdom. Were it possible to mention a people 
more indigent than these citizens, we might describe the far- 
mers and peasants. We have in another place mentioned the 
natural advantages of France, wiere tlie bills are covered with 
grapes and most extensive plains, produce excellent crops of 
wheat, rye, and barley. Amidst this profusion of plenty, the 
farmer and his family barely exist upon the gleanings; and bis 
eattle, which are seldom numerous, pick a subsistence during 
the summer Monti from the skirts of his fields. Here the 
farmer, meagre, dispirited, and depressed, exhibits a spectacle 
of indigence hardly credible; and to see him plowing the 
ground witha lean cow, an ass, and a goat yoked together, 
excites in an English traveller that pity to which human 
nature isentitled. He forgets the country while he thinks of 
the man.” 

Guthrie then proceeds to give the reason of this wretched- 
ness. tle says, “ Many of the taxes and revenues in France 
are let out for a time to the best bidder, or as it is there called 
farmed; and these harpics the farmers-general, and their un- 
derlings, make no scruple of fleecing the people most unmerci- 
fully.” 

It is to be remarked, that the system of the farmers-general 
in France, and that of general farming in England, ore much 
the same in their effect, excepting, that in Fiauce the real 
farmer suffered with the rest of the community; whilst in 
England the more happy farmer bas the art and the privilege 
of shifting all the burdea and pressure’ of an increased rental 
upon te shoulders of the people. 





Lines written by Robert Burns on Aberfeldy Wood. 


— following lines, which have not appeared in any edi- 

tion of their author’s works, were composed by Robert 
Burns, the Ayrshire ploughman, and writien on a marble side- 
board, in the hermitage belonging to the duke of Athol, in 
the wood of Aberfeldy. This romantic retreat, excavated 
from a solid rock, completely covered with ivy, is situated.ina 
decp ravine, fronting a celebrated cascade, which is naturally 
described in the following verse of an old Scottish song :— 


“ The hoary cliffs are crown’d wiih flowers, 
White o’er rocks :be streamlet pours, 
And rising wets with unsty showers 
The biiks of Aberteidy.” 
The surrounding scenery is truly sublime; the grey rocks 
forming an amphitheatre, rise like a wall nearly an hundred 
fect 
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feet perpendicular; over whieh the birch trees reclining, 
weave 2 beautiful “shade by umting their broad spreading 
branches. However pleasant this shade may be in affording 
z cool retreat from the meridian sun, as it occasions a perpe- 
tual cloom, it is apt to inspire the contemplative mind with a 
tender melancholy. 

Enternally, this hutle cell is furnished with a marble table, a 
mock library, a bed, and two long settees, ingeniously cut out 
of the rock, and the whole neatly covered with a yellow spe- 
cies of lichen. In this sequester red scene the duke spends 
many useful, and consequently happy hours, in devisiag and 
corrceting plaus for the tuture improvement of his estates. 


Whoe’er thou art, these lines now reading, 
Think not, though from the world receding, 
I joy my lonely days to lead in 
This desart drear, 
That with remorse a conscience bleeding 
Hath led me here. 


No thought of guilt my bosom sours; 
Free-will’d I fled from courtly bowers ; 
For well [ saw in halls and towers, 
That lust and pride, 
The arch-fiend’s dearest, darkest powers, 
[nu state preside, 


I saw mankind with vice inerusted ; 

{ saw that hopour’s sword was rusted ; 

‘That few for aught but folly lusted ; 

That he was still deceived who trusted 
To love or friend ; 

And hither caine, with men disgusted, 
My life to end, 


In this lone cave, in garments lowly, 
Alike a foe to noisy folly 
And brow-bent gloomy melancholy, 
I wear away 
My ‘life, and in my office holy 
Consunie the day. 


This rock my shield, when storms are blowing, 
The limpid streamiet yonder flowing, 
Supplying drink, the earth bestowing 

My sitnple food ; 
Bat few enjoy the calm I know in 
This desert wood. 
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{ontent and comfort bless me more in 

‘This grot, than c’er I felt before in 

A palace; and with thoughts still soariag 
To God on high, 

Each night and morn with voice imploring, 
This wish I sigh: ' 


“ Let me, O Lord, from life retire, 
Uaknown each guilty worldly fire, 
Kemorseful throb, or loose desire ; 
And when I| die, 
i.et ine ia this belief expire,— 
To God I fly.” 


Stranger, if full of youth and riot, 
And yet no grief has mari’d thy quiet, 
Thon haply throw’st a scornful eye at 

The hermit’s prayer: 
But if thou hast a cause to sigh at 

Thy fault or care ; 


If thou hast known false Jove’s vexation, 
Or hast been exil’d from thy nation, 
Or guilt affrights thy contemplation, 
And makes thee pine, 
Oh! how must thou lament thy station, 
Aud envy mine! 





INTERESTING TRIAL. 


BRISTOL SUMMER ASSIZES. 


CavERAUGH, BANKER, egainst SUCH, PORTER AT THE 
LAMB COACH OFFICE, Baru. 


7s is a cause of much importance to bankers, traders, 

and all who have occasion to forward parcels of value by 
the public coaches. Cavenaugh and Co. (the plaintiffs,) have 
a bank at Bath,and another at Bristol. In Decembe: lasi the 
Brisio! bank lad occasion to send a parcel, valuc 280I. to the 
bank at Bath. It was accordingly entrusted in Bristol to the 
mail-guard, who-delivered it (agreeably to the direction,) at 
Bath, by leaving it with Such, the detendant, who is head por- 
ter at the Lamb coach oflice, and giving him particular in- 
structions to take care of it, as it'wasa banker's parcel. The 
defendant assorted the parcels in the otlice; and having 
Murked them with the prices of carriage and porterage, he 
1) seut 
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sent out Minty, his under porter, with all except the plaintift’s 
parcel, which he detained, for reasons which did not appear, 
Neither has the parcel, nor any of its contents, since been 
heard of. ‘These facts being proved, the proprietor of the 
Lamb coach office was next called, and: being interrogated 
whether he had not, after the loss of the parcel in question, 
put up a notice, intimatin g that the porters were not the ser- 

vants of the proprietors; and whether afterwards he did not 
ecuse that notice to be obliterated, and other words to be sub. 
stituted ? He answered in the affirnrative: Whereupon the de. 
fendant’s counsel proposed, that the plaintiffs should take a ver- 
dict for the contents of the parcel, sulyject to the opinion of 
the court, on a point of law which arose in the case, to which 
the plaintiff consented. Accoidingly a verdict for 80]. was 
entered for the plaintiff. 

Thus far is the’ conveyance of money-parcels by this mode 
rendered more secure. And porters of public coach ofiices 
will see thai they are not at liberty to exercise their own dis- 
cretion, in the partial delivery of parcels committed to their 
care. 





Reflections on Sudden Deaths. 


De a late number of a periodical publication which casually 
in ny way, Ll observed a few suggestions, ou the part 

a correspondent, as to the utility of inquiring into the phy- 
ca causes of those sudden deaths, which so frequent occupy 
a place in the obitusries ot the present day, However praise- 
worthy sach an enquiry wight be, and likely to lead toa disco- 
very ultimately productive of dead in the applicatioa of phy- 
siological science, there appears an interference of far greater 
womwent, which the learved and unlearbed are equally cé illed 
Dpon to deduce trom the acknowledged fact of almost daily 
sudden deaths aroagd us. That the slender link which so 
wondertally uaites the soul and body, is now very frequently 
burst asunder with scarcely the notice of a single moment; 
that the parent at the bead of his family, the minister his 
office, the labourer at his daily labour, the aged, the young, the 
healihy, and the infirm, are continually dropping into the an- 


seen woild without any ap paren cause, are facts fearfully le 
dent trom the diurn: il histories of the times. What may re 
the immediate physical cause, by which these ends of provi- 


dence are ofiies - is a guestion not perhaps altogethe: use= 
less; it may tend to the discovery of sabies — to the 


humen economy, io the correciion of diet, ill aday ptea boli in 
guentity and quality to the wondertully compound structure of 
our enimal frame; toa change in manners and customs, which 


9 our 
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odr more robust and healthier forefathers mever knew. This, 
for the present, is only liypothetical : tte question therefore is 
not of the first importance.. Another,quesiios gecurs also un- 
der the head of sadden death; what may be the condition of 
those who are so rapidly snatched from these sublanary scenes ? 
bui with this we have no concern, He, in whose hands are 
the issues of Tife and death, rules bis creatures without respon- 
sibility’.to any, as to. his moral goverument over them, But 
this truth we know, that no one, subject to future retribution, 
is ever taken from his. place of trial without a consciousness of 
the uncertainty of life; that ao one suddenly called into eter- 
nity, aad unprepared for the condition of an unembodied spirit 
in.a workd..where probation is not, will ever be cut off, until 
every means prescribed by Omnipotence sliall have been used 
for the reformation of the individual, and used in vain. ‘The 
lessoa which this awfal visitation affords, whether it be upon 
the sianer'or tipon the saint, is intended for those who are left 
behind ; it is intended for us all, and is a lesson which ought 
never to be forgotten. Every one, under the increased and in- 
creasing instances of sudden death in the times in which we 
live, may Well ask of the Great Author ef Life and Death, in 
his selection of the next victim to mortality, & Lord, is it 1?” 

His arm is now even visibly displayed; and these awful in- 
stances of his power passing before our eyes, point out a 
marked and portentous “ sigu of the times.” The inference 
from the whole hath been already given in the words of Him 
who cannot err, “ What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch.” 
—St. Mark, xiii. 37. 

August, 1813. A. 





SUMMARY JUSTICE. 


N the history of Grenada we meet with the following re- 

markable trait of popular justice: A Frenchman, who had 
been govervor, was so violent and avaricious in his conduct, 
that the principal part of the rich colonists left the island. 
Those whose circumsiances did not permit them to follow their 
example, at length seized upon the tyrant, and formed a tribu- 
nal to try him, in which case a farrier acted as attorney- general. 
The president, whose name was Archangeli, and who also per- 
formed the ofiice of recorder, instead of his signatare, wrote 
thus: ‘ The mark ef Mons. De la Brie, counsel and reporter.’ 
The governor was condemned and hang; and justice being 
done, the judges dispersed of their own accord. This affair 
was known in France, but no notice was taken of it. 


Ansuer, 





Vol. 53. 




































758 THE: WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


Answer, hy Wor Bitkhamyof Spring: Gardens; near Ashburtem, to.bis own Re- 


bys, inserted May,24; 
Wa the Almighty from afar 


Declares time shall no longer. be, 
Dire-ENMITY. shall cease, and war 
Shall be exchang’d for unity. ' 


} 


Eee — 











Answer, by G. Eyresy of Okepard Firspain, to Ri Trist's seer hear the 
21st of June, 


Mi ‘saa ER, Sir, if I jadge tight, 
Will bring your ineaning’ to the sight. 


*.* Similar answers have been received from J. Postlethwaite, of the 
roya il marines at Stonehouse; 'F.'L? Veysey of Rackentord ;‘ and Philonrath, 
of Weston Zoyland. 


ob 








Anszwer, by J. Davy, of Broadwinsor, to F. L. Veysey’s Enigma, inserted the 
2605 of Fuly: 


LL-BOUNTEOUS Heaven! thy aid aepeoety 
And protect beauteous INN( ICENCE 


*+" Stealae answers have been received from,.G. Eyres, of Okeford Fitz- 
paine; S. Duck, of i’oole; J. Kelso, and J., Posticthwaite, of, the royal ma, 
riues, Ste pehouse; B. Andrew, of St. Austel ; NM. B.of Sherborne; J. Ww. 
and C, Cox, of Charmouth; Philumath, of Weston Zoyland; and J. Davy, 
of Broadwinsor. : 


A REBUS, by R. Withall, of Exmouth, 
A LP TS! who are vers’d in mystit lore, 


¥ first ye doubtless will explore, 
Part of the human trame 3 
My next if you don’t misconstrue, 
Two-thirds of what we often do, 
A British town you'll name. 





An ENIGMA, by Nemo, 
N ATURE, in sportiv humour, often makes 


Things monstrous ;-—weeping tyrants, pious rakes 

To some such frolic sure my birth I date, 
Perhaps you’ "il think so, from my motley tate, 

he poet Savage ne’er a pare:.t Knew ; 
Vhe werld, more kind, to me has given two. 
Fashions I fellow, and when gaily dress’d, 
Appears upon my side a monarch’s cres:. 
The poor for me, alas! can have no usc, 
The rich oft make me subject to abuse. 
No dove’s more harvaless than this little elf, 
Which cruel mau makes feed upon itself, 
‘To topers and bon vivants I’m well known, 
They each will praise me, and my virtues own 
but one word more, and then you'll find me out, 
Ny lower part 1: alwaysround about 
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On the Extraordinary Means now used to: Propagate Religious Instruction. 





LR pth *D ‘eral’ now the gospel’s stin 
Shines brightly-on Great Britain’s tavour’d isle: 
Long hath its sacred inflyence been begun, 

But now it spreads. transcendantly, awhile. 


In rich abundance the all-sacred lives 
Otter themselves, gratuitously, where 

Hard poverty, with rigid empire, reigns, 

_ Dispensing on its subjects want and care, 


Touch’d with these heavenly and effulgent rays 
The poor man’s Visage wears a gleam of Joy ; 
And the drear scene which indigence pourtray s, 
Assumes a smije which nothing can/destroy. 


This is true charity, which has in view 
The noble objet to point out the way 
Which sojcurners in this-world must pursue, 
To reach the eternal realms of perfect day. 


The rising generation too, tho’ poor, 

And lacking much'of worldly good, receive 
An education from this boundiess store, 

In principles divine, which all exceed. 


For this great purpose ev’ry where are form’d 
Societies, to teach the youthful mind 

Soon must the pow’r of ignorance be disarm'd, 
And true religion reign amongst mankind. 


Where darkness dwells with one perpetual night, 
And men to idols constant homage pay, 

There ge crous Britain sends the gospel light, 
To chase the gloom of heatheaism away. 


Thro’ climes unciviliz’d, of vast extent, 
Its natives savage, and its customs sore, 
This heavenly mission, golden boon! is sent, 
Borne by the natives of our friendly shore. 


Oh God'of Providence! with care behold 
Thy lab’ring servants, as they arduous try 
The riches of the gospel to unfold 
To wretched subjects of idolatry. 


Send thy Great Spirit with resistless might, 
And give the word of truth its utmost sway! 
Let the Redeemer rise in lustre bright, 
And spread his glorious beams without allay ! 


Vhen his illustrious presence warms the heart, 
Swiftly away fell superstition flics! 
And mental darkness from its hold will part, 
While raysof heavenly light will soon arises 
Likewise 























































Sherborne. 
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“Yikewise the Huse Beholds, wie raprdr’ eyes ~ 


The happy change wrought ’mongst the Jewish seed, 
And hails the great prediction drawing nigh, 
When all shall be fronsgurilt.and ign’rance freed. 


When from the eastern to the western pdle 
Mankind shall the Almighty’s will obey, 
With faith sincere, and unison of soul, 
And ne'er from yirtue’s sacred preeerts stray. 


Oh happy period! blissful in ifs reign! 
Tuniwu)tubus passions then shall reign nd more ; 

Nor rankling warfare sound the invidious strain 
To dreach the earth again with human gore. 


Bot oniversal peace stall then confire 
Harsh tyrabny with adamantine bands ; 

And blooming plenty in luxuriance shine, 
Scatt’ring its richest blessings thro’ all lands, 


Sherborne. §. F. Ss. 
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VIR TU &E, 
OME, wistuel bright, celestial maid, 
And va mj steps attend 5 
In heavenly ionogence atray’d, 
Be thou my constant friend. 


And guide me in thy blissful way, 
As pure as Luna’s hght, 

That from thy paths I ne'er may stray, 
Bui hail thee with delight. 


Oh! lovely _seraph! guard my soul 
From sin’s pernicious road ; 

And keep my passions in controul, 
To gain that blest abude. 


Where sweet, ecstatic joys await, 
Awd everlasting bliss ; 

A blessed and immortal state 
Of endless happiness. 


But, ch: arming queco! you ne’er can rest 
In man’s contawmated breast, 

Where vice hulus potent sway ; 
W hile dissipation reigns within, 
Pleasure stil feads him on to sin, 

Aind lulls bis time away. 





Tt I mM 4&@. 


+" azure days are waning fast, 
And soon the rough autumnal blast 
Will come and strip the forest bough 
Of summer’s last, last lingering duwer; 
Aud wintry snows will then be seen 
Where smile yon hills of vivid green, 








